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situated four miles from the town.    The name waler is
derived from New South Wales.
kalahasti (11,992), in the North Arcot district, where
the Raja of Kalahasti, one of the largest zamindaris in the
Madras Presidency, has his residence. It is celebrated for
its temple dedicated to Siva, where the vaya or wind linga
is worshipped. The Sivaratri festival is celebrated in the
month of Masi (February—March) with great pomp.
KODAIKANAL (1,912). A hill-station, 7,000 feet above
the sea, in the Madura district. Some of the first houses
were built by American missionaries from Madura. A
swamp was converted into a beautiful lake by Mr (after-
wards Sir) Hugh Levinge, Collector of Madura, in 1863.
Popular expeditions for hot-weather visitors include those
to Pillar Rocks and the summit of Perumal hill (7,326 feet).
At the Observatory, which was erected a few years ago,
important investigations in solar physics have been carried
out. At Shembaganur, below Kodaikanal, is a Jesuit
Theological College.
KOTAGIRI (5,100). A hill-station on the eastern side
of the Nllgiri plateau, 6,500 feet above the sea, which is
increasing in favour as a quiet hot-weather resort. It
receives its name from the village of the Kotas, who are
the artisans of the hills, and, in addition, cultivate food-
grains, barley, potatoes, etc. Their two thatched temples
are a conspicuous feature of the settlement. Kotagiri was
visited by the Earl of Dalhousie, when he was Governor-
General.
KOTTAYAM (17,522), in Travancore, is an important
centre of the Syrian Christians, and possesses one of the
oldest Syrian churches on the west coast. In the Syrian
seminary are preserved two copper-plate charters, which
have been deciphered by several epigraphists.
KUMBAKONAM (59,673), in the Tanjore district The
name is derived from kumbha, an earthen pot, and ghona,

